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CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to offer my comments on the CALFED Bay Ddta Program’s Phase II Imeaim
Report. As a resident of northern Califomia for nearly 40 years, I appreciate the excellent
water supply system and, specifically, the exceptional quality of water available to me. I
understand the need to provide water to other regions of the state and I am concerned about
the potential health effects of bromine/purification byproducts. I also recognize the need to
protect the environmental and economic resources of the Northstate and the rights of
priority water users and I represent many citizens of the region who are supportive of
developing a fair and sound process for water supply and use, so long as the wellbeing of
the areas of origin will not be sacrificed to excessive export and exploitation of the
resource. I will touch briefly on issues that directly affect my home region but wdcome the
opportunity for more detailed discussions of each of these items.

Water quality and supply can be positively impacted by prudent and effective
management of the watersheds. During the past hundred years, fire suppression has
resulted in the development of severely over-vegetated watershed areas which causes an
overall reduction in water runoff due to increased evapo-transpiration and consequently,
reduced water delivered to the reservoirs, impacting supply. This over-stocking also has
created the potential for catastrophic wildfire...the ramifications of which should not be
ignored: Catastrophic fire = greater potential for flooding and high levels of erosion =
increased turbidity = a reduction in water quality and accelerated sediment filling of
reservoirs = lower storage availability. Watersheds should be managed with
thinning and with determined reintroduction ofprescrlbed burning for biomass
r~duction. Additionally, the California timber industry should be encouraged to improve
forest health with the opportunity to use public land for well-planned, environmentally
sound timber harvest, which would have the added benefits of providing economic diversity
and stability to rural counties and a dean, renewable resource for the country. I support the
strategies for forest health as outlined in the Quincy Library Group Legislation of 1997. All
of these things would positively impact water quality, in the long run.

Another valuable tool for water storage is the restoration of wetlands and meadows, which
would result in more stable water production featuring optimum water quality and low water
temperatures, which will be a diroct benefit to several species curmxly protected or
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candidates for ESA l~sting.

Funding for projects has been difficult for rural counties to obtain, possibly because we
lack the manpower and tenacity to pursue the CVPIA and CALFED grants on a fifll-time
basis. Because the overall environmental health of the watersheds has such a profound
impact on the water quality for the entire CVP, it is prudent that the areas of origin
receive the necessary project funds. One idea worth consideration is the development of
block grants to be awarded to the rural counties and disbursed by local agencies that could
best decide how the money should be used.

One last comment regarding the watersheds: Why isn’t Trinity County included in the
watershed plan? It is illogical to exclude them because they are a significant contributor to
the water in the CVP.
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One last point is probably the most difficult to strategize and implement.., growth in all
regions of the state must be well-planned and limited so that overtaxing of the physical
environment can be avoided. Here in the north state the rural lifestyle is highly prized and
citizens greatly appreciate the "small town" feeling. We reject unbridled growth or
excessive exploitation of our resources. We ask that the citizens of all of California respect
that we are willing to share our exceptional water resources for the greater good of the State
but we cannot allow these resources to be obtained at the expense of the Noffhstate
economic or environmental health.

Sincerely,

Shasta County Resident

Cc: Johannasen, Herger, Dickerson
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